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In 2019, the UCP Created the Blue Ribbon Panel. Their job was to evaluate government
Spending and see what could be cut to ‘balance’ the budget. The panel suggested
wide-sweeping cuts to post-secondary funding and education incentives. There was zero
mention or consideration given to how much more financial aid is available in
comparator Proyinces to make up for their lower post-secondary funding.

- Blue ribbons are also used to symbolize high quality (like a first-place ribbon), but he cuts to

post-secondary have resulted in the Opposite effect. At the récommendation of the Blye Ribbon
Panel in the past three years:
e  $170 million has been cut from the UofA's budget
o 2
e Our tuition and education tax credits were slashed, meaning we pay more in taxes and
get less money back at the end of the year
® The cost of our education and services at the UofA have gone up for many
e And the quality of research, programming, and much more have been seriously
impacted

Altogether, this means that the cost of our education has increased while the quality of
education has decreased. The ribbon symbolizes both the cuts that have been made to our
education and the quality education that we demand and deserve.
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