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If the starting point of the detailed Treasury budget review has to
contend with a total increase of 39.7%, we_can anticipate a very ... .
Targe number of variances, notwithstanding the forewarning you gave

—in your 29-Jun-81 memorandum to all ministers that Priorities

Committee will not accept such a situation. It would appear that r

. most departments must be directed to reconsider their 1982-83 budget ||
requests with a view to effecting significant reductions. In order H
to allow us an opportunity to adequately review these revised
submissions, such a direction must be made without delay. You may

want to raise this matter at the Cabinet Retreat this week.
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